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mixture of borrowed truth, and native folly, of some no-
tions, just and trite, with others uncommon and ridiculous.

His opinion of the value and importance of happiness is
certainly just, and I shall insert it; not that it will give any
information to any reader, but it may serve to show, how
the most common notion may be swelled in sound, and
diffused in bulk, till it shall, perhaps, astonish the author
himself.

" Happiness is the only thing of real value in existence,
neither riches, nor power, nor wisdom, nor learning, nor
strength, nor beauty, nor virtue, nor religion, nor even life
itself, being of any importance, but as .they contribute to
its production. All these are, in themselves, neither good
nor evil: happiness alone is their great end, and they are
desirable only as they tend to promote it."

Success produces confidence. After this discovery of
the value of happiness, he proceeds, without any distrust
of himself, to tell us what has been hid from all former in-
quirers.

" The true solution of this important question, so long
and so vainly searched for by the philosophers of all ages
and all countries, I take to be, at last, no more than this,
that these real evils proceed from the same source as those
imaginary ones of imperfection, before treated of, namely,
from that subordination, without which no created system
can subsist; all subordination implying imperfection, all
imperfection evil, and all evil some kind of inconveniency
or suffering: so that there must be particular inconveni-.
encies and sufferings annexed to every particular rank of
created beings by the circumstances of things, and their
modes of existence.

" God, indeed, might have made us quite other creatures,
and placed us in a world quite differently constituted; but
then we had been no longer men, and whatever beings had
occupied our stations in the universal system, they must
have been liable to the ,same inconveniencies."

In all this, there is nothing that can silence the inquiries
of curiosity, or calm the perturbations of doubt. Whether